
Days of Significance September 2020- August 2021  
  

This calendar highlights statutory, public holidays, secular, religious and         
creed-based commemoratory or celebratory observances and holidays,       
including dates highlighted as holiday accommodation, and other significant         
events and dates. 
 
Please note this calendar is not stagnant and that some dates are subject to              
change and will be updated throughout the year. This list was created in             
collaboration with Interfaith Grand River. 
 
This is not an exhaustive list, and while every attempt has been made to              
ensure the accuracy of the content, should you discover any errors or have             
update requests, or if you have additional questions please feel free to            
connect with the Equity Working Team through the Request Form. 
 
 
 
NOTES: 
 

1. Days of significance do vary due to diverse calendar systems used by 
different faith-based or creed-based groups, and government or 
ecclesiastical declarations, as well as diversity within each group and within 
each family.  

2. Dates marked with an asterix * should be considered by all educators when             
planning for exams, tests, and other educational activities because there is           
a higher probability of accommodation requests. 

3. The United Nations declared 2015 to 2024 the International Decade of 
Peoples of African Decent 

 
  

International Decade of Peoples of African Decent 2015-2024 

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

September 2020 8 International Day 
for Literacy 

United Nations Marked annually to raise awareness of the 
importance of literacy as a matter of dignity and 
human rights, and necessary for a literate and 
sustainable society. 
 
This year the focus will be on “Literacy teaching and 
learning in the COVID-19 crisis and beyond,” 
especially on the role of educators and changing 
pedagogies 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4-nm_HBoBZDwUJaNJF1ErVl9zJAEk4WLD8quP9cqlovIJNw/viewform


 
 
 
  
  

 11 Enkutatash 
(Ethiopian New 
Year) 

Rastafarian The New Year celebrations in Ethiopia are 
celebrated by the Ethiopian diaspora and also by 
Rastafarians as Ethiopia is recognised as the 
Rastafari spiritual homeland.  
Ethiopian history is commemorated,  and its 
importance acknowledged through Biblical passages 
and prayer. 

  19-20 Rosh Hashanah*  Judaism  Jewish New Year’s Day,  and celebrated as the 
anniversary of the creation of the world.  The first of 
the Ten Days of Awe (or Repentance).  Observance 
begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  21  International Day of 
Peace  

United Nations   The General Assembly has declared this as a day 
devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both 
within and among all nations and peoples.   

 23 Bisexual Visibility 
Day 

Egale Canada, 
International 

Also referred to as Bisexual Pride Day. Since 1999 
this day  has celebrated the bisexual community 
while sharing the ongoing challenges of  biphobia 
the community faces. 

  21-29 Mabon (Autumn 
Equinox) 

Wiccan/Neo 
Pagan  

Wiccan or Neopagan Thanksgiving, celebrating fruits 
of the harvest, sharing food and good fortune with 
others. Dark and light are once again briefly held in 
perfect balance – inviting reflection on matters of 
balance within their lives and within themselves. 
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  

 27-28 Yom Kippur*  Judaism  Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) is the year’s holiest 
day and a day of fasting. To re-establish oneness 
with God, Jewish people ask for forgiveness and 
forgive others.  

  30  Orange Shirt Day  Indigenous  
People of  
Canada  

The message behind this day is Every Child Matters 
and is an opportunity for First Nations, local 
governments, schools and communities to talk about 
residential schools, which Indigenous children were 
forced to attend.  
  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

October  2020 3-9 Sukkot* Judaism  This is a joyful harvest festival. A little hut called 
'sukkah' is built outdoors where families eat to 
remember the time Israelites wandered in the 



desert for 40 years, sleeping and eating under the 
stars.  

Islamic Heritage  
Month  
  

4 World 
Communion  

Christianity  On World Communion Sunday congregations can 
experience Holy Communion as a global faith 
community.  

Women’s History 
Month  

5 World Teachers’ 
Day 

United 
Nations 

Commemorates the adoption of the 1966 
ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status 
of Teachers, which  highlighted the rights and 
responsibilities of teachers and standards of 
practice, recruitment, employment, and teaching 
and learning conditions.  
 
The theme this year  is “Teachers: Leading in crisis, 
reimagining the future”, and given the unique 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic the 
discussions will also address the role of teachers in 
building resilience and shaping the future of 
education and the teaching profession. 
 

LGBT History 
Month 

7-8 Arba’een Islam Arba’een occurs 40 days after Ashura, or  the day of 
martyrdom of Hussein Ibn Ali, the grandson of 
Prophet Muhammad.  
 
 It is an important date for  Shi'a Muslims, who 
commemorate  the martyrdom through religious 
gatherings, prayer, and one of the world's largest 
annual  pilgrimages attended by Shias and non-Shias 
alike. 

 

9-10 Shemini Atzeret*  Judaism Shemini Atzeret is The eighth day of assembly is a 
separate holiday concluding Sukkot and the entire 
fall holiday season.  It marks the beginning of winter 
in the land of Israel.  

 
11 Simchat Torah* Judaism Rejoicing of the Law is the beginning of the 

synagogue’s annual Torah reading cycle.  

  

11 National Coming 
Out Day 

Egale Canada, 
International 

National Coming Out Day is observed annually to 
celebrate coming out and to raise awareness of the 
LGBT community and civil rights movement.  
National Coming Out Day serves as an excellent 
opportunity for all Canadians, regardless of their 
sexual orientation or gender identity, to 
acknowledge everyone’s role in making our 
communities safer and more welcoming for LGBTQ 
individuals. “ 
 

 12 Thanksgiving National Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday celebrated 
primarily as a day of giving thanks for the blessing of 
the harvest and of the preceding year. 



  

 17-25 Navaratri Hinduism Navratri (nine nights) symbolizes the triumph of 
good over evil followed by the tenth day of great 
festivities marking the onset of autumn.  Festivities 
last for nine nights. 

 18 Birth of the Bab*  Baha’i  The birth anniversary of The Bab, which heralded 
the new age for Baha’is.  

 19 Birth of 
Baha’u’llah*  

Baha’i  Commemorates the birth of Baha’u’llah, the 
Prophet-Founder of the Baha’i Faith.  

  20  Installation of the  
Sri Guru Granth  
Sahib Ji*  

Sikhism  Celebrates the passing on of the Guruship to the Holy 
Scriptures by the tenth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh Ji.  

 27-28 Yom Kippur*  Judaism  Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) is the year’s holiest 
day and a day of fasting. To re-establish oneness 
with God, Jewish people ask for forgiveness and 
forgive others.  

 28-29 Mawlid/Mawlid 
al-Nabi al-Sharif 

Islam 

Mawlid al-Nabi is celebrated to mark the birthday of 
the Prophet Muhammad. It is a public holiday across 
many countries in the world.  

  31- 
Nov 1 

Samhain  Wiccan/ 
Neopagan  

This is one of the four ancient Celtic Fire festivals 
and marks the beginning of winter and the dark half 
of the year; it is the Celtic New Year. Considered to 
be one of the most powerful times of the year, on this 
Eve Neopagans honour their Ancestors and mourn 
loved ones who have died in the last year. 
Neopagans also ask for guidance about the upcoming 
year.  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

November  2020  1  All Saints Day  Christianity  This day is for honouring Christian Saints, known 
and unknown, throughout the ages.  

Hindu Heritage 
Month 

4 Karva Chauth Hinduism Karva Chauth is a one-day festival celebrated by 
Hindu women in North India where married women 
fast from sunrise to moon-rise for the safety and 
longevity of their husbands. It is celebrated with 
family and friends, through festivities, food, and 
prayers. 

 2-6 Treaties Recognition 
Week 2020 

Indigenous A week to bring awareness to the treaty 
relationships between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous people in the province of Ontario. 



 11 
Remembrance Day 

National A day to remember those who lost their lives in the 
line of duty.  

 14 Bandi Chhor Divas*  Sikhism  Means “The day of the prisoners’ release.” 
Commemorates the return of the sixth Guru to the 
holy city of Amritsar after he negotiated the release 
of himself and 52 princes held for political reasons.  

 14 Diwali*  Hinduism, 
Jainism  

A popular festival known as the Festival of Lights. 
Diwali is associated with a story about the 
destruction of evil by Lord Vishnu in one of his many 
manifestations.  

  16 Louis Riel Day Indigenous - 
Metis 

Anniversary of Riel’s execution in 1885 and an 
opportunity to open conversations around the Métis 
people and one of their leaders, Louis Riel. Riel was 
hanged by the Canadian government in 1885 for 
treason, but with the passage of time, he is 
considered not only a hero by the Métis people, but a 
Father of Confederation. 

  16-20 Bullying Prevention 
and Awareness 
Week 

Provincial During Bullying Awareness and Prevention Week 
Ontario students, school staff and parents/guardians 
are encouraged to learn more about bullying and its 
effect on student learning and well-being. 

  20 International 
Transgender Day of 
Remembrance 

 This day represents awareness of the threat of 
violence faced by those who identify or are 
perceived to be under the trans/gender variant 
umbrella and the persistence of prejudice felt by the 
transgender community. 

  24  Martyrdom of Guru 
Tegh Bahadur Ji*  

Sikhism  Commemorates the martyrdom of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Ji, the ninth of the Ten Sikh Gurus.  He is 
remembered not only for his defense of the Sikh 
Faith, but also for willingly giving up his life for 
religious liberty of all faiths.  

  25 International Day 
for the Elimination 
of Violence Against 
Women  

United 
Nations 

Women's activists have marked 25 November as a 
day against violence since 1981. This date came from 
the brutal assassination in 1960, of the three Mirabal 
sisters, political activists in the Dominican Republic. 

   28  Christmas/Nativity 
Fast begins 

Christianity  The 40 day period before Christmas (Dec 25th New 
Calendar or January 7  Old Calendar), is a time of 
spiritual preparation for the coming of the Lord, 
Jesus Christ.  

 29 - 
Dec 24  

Advent  Christianity  The 4th Sunday before Christmas, this is the 
beginning of the Church year and the start of a 
period of spiritual preparation for the coming of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  

  30  
Birthday of Guru 
Nanak Dev Ji*  

Sikhism  Celebration of Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s birthday, the 
founder of the Sikh faith. Also called Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji Gurpurab. 



  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

December 2020 3 International Day of 
Persons with 
Disabilities 

United 
Nations 

This day aims to promote a better understanding of 
disability issues with a focus on the rights and 
well-being of persons with disabilities. 

  8  Bodhi Day/  
Awakening Day  

Mahayana  
Buddhism  

 Bodhi day, also known as Awakening Day, is 
celebrated as the anniversary of enlightenment.  The 
appearance of the morning star on this day is said to 
have been the moment of the Buddha’s 
enlightenment.  

  10  Human Rights Day  United 
Nations  

The UN General Assembly proclaimed 10 December 
as Human Rights Day in 1950, to bring to the 
attention of the peoples of the world the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights as the common 
standard of achievement for all peoples and all 
nations.  
  

 10-18 Hanukkah* Judaism  The eight-day Festival of Lights celebrates the 
victory of the Maccabees and religious freedom, and 
the rededication of the Temple in 165 BCE.  
 
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  21- 
Jan 1  

Yule  Neopagan  A time when Neopagans hold vigil together through 
the longest night of the year, then at dawn, welcome 
the turning of the wheel and the return of the light. It 
is a time for ritually shedding the impurities of the 
past year, and for contemplating avenues of spiritual 
development in the year ahead.  

 25  Christmas Day*  Christianity  This day celebrates Jesus Christ’s birth over 2000 
years ago.  Customs include lighting candles, 
exchanging gifts, church celebrations, a special meal, 
and the display of Christmas decorations.  
Called "Weihnachten" in Low German. 

  26  Death of Prophet 
Zarathustra/ 
Zarathosht No-Diso 

Zoroastrian
-ism  

The anniversary death of Zarathustra, the founder of 
the Zarathushti (Zoroastrian) faith.  

  26 - 
Jan 1,  
2020  

Kwanzaa    African  
Canadian/ 

African  
American  

  

Kwanzaa means first fruit in Swahili and is a harvest 
festival.  It is celebrated by many North Americans of 
African descent in recognition of their heritage. 
Families exchange gifts and have African-style 
feasts.  
Seven-pronged candle holders are lit on each 
consecutive night for seven principles: unity, 
self-determination, responsibility, sharing, purpose, 
creativity and faith.  



 
  

  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

January 2021  5  Twelfth Night  
Christianity 
(W)  

Is a festival marking the coming of Epiphany and 
concluding the twelve day of Christmas.  

Tamil Heritage 
Month 

6  Epiphany/ Dia de 
los Reyes*  

Christianity 
(W)  

In Western church, this day celebrates the journey of 
the three Wise men to Bethlehem to offer gifts to the 
infant Jesus.  
Called Helje Dree Kjeenijch (Day of the Three Holy 
Wise Men) in Low German 

  6  Theophany*  
Christianity 
(E)  

 The Eastern Orthodox Church associates Theophany 
with the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist.  

  7  Feast of the 
Nativity*  

Armenian  
Orthodox  
Christianity  

The feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the most 
joyful days of the Orthodox Church and is seen as the 
day that Jesus became a man into the world as a 
saviour.  

  7  Christmas*  Christianity 
(E - Old)  

On this day, some Eastern churches celebrate the 
birth of Jesus according to the old Julian calendar, 
which is currently 13 days behind the Gregorian or 
Western calendar.  

 7 

Ethiopian Christmas Rastafarian  

Ethiopian Christmas is a Rastafarian Holy day 
marked by a large feast. The  food eaten is vegetarian 
or vegan in keeping with Rastafari food laws. During 
the feast prophecy and readings take place, and a 
Nyabingi meeting will often follow. 

 13 Lohri Hinduism A traditional  winter Punjabi folk festival, celebrated 
primarily by Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims from the 
Punjab region to mark the harvest season in the 
northern part of the Indian subcontinent, on 13 
January of every year.  

 14-17 Thai Pongal (Tamil) Hinduism  
The traditional harvest festival, following the solar 
calendar, is observed by all Tamils, Hindus and 
non-Hindus.  It is celebrated in India, Sri Lanka and 
other countries with a Tamil diaspora.  

 
 
 
 

18 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day 

US Federal 
Holiday 

Martin Luther King Jr.  Day, in celebration of King’s 
birthday (on January 15th)  has been a federal 
holiday observed on the third Monday in January  in 
the United States since 1986. It is not an official 
holiday in Canada, though some local governments 



  
 
 
 

including Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal do 
commemorate it. 
 

  18 - 25  Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity  

Christianity  Observed since 1908, this is a time to pray for the 
unity of all Christians.  

  19 World Religion Day  Baha’i  
World Religion Day is an annual celebration of the 
teachings of unity found in all religions.  

 20 Birth of Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji  

Sikhism  
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh Ji, the tenth Sikh 
Guru.  He declared that the Scriptures would be the 
Sikh’s Guru from that time on. Also called Guru 
Gobind Singh Gurpurab. 
  

  27  Holocaust Memorial 
Day  

United  
Nation  

Established by UN resolution in November 2005,  
Holocaust Memorial Day rejects any denial of the  
Holocaust as a historical event, either in full or in 
part, condemning "without reserve" all 
manifestations of religious intolerance, incitement, 
harassment or violence against persons or 
communities based on ethnic origin or religious 
belief, whenever they occur.  

  Jan 28 

Mahayana New  
Year  

Mahayana  
Buddhism  

Mahayana New Year is celebrated for three days 
from the first full moon of January.  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

February 2021  1 - 7  World Interfaith  
Harmony Week  

United 
Nations  

Established by UN resolution in October 2010, 
World Interfaith Harmony Week celebrates the 
principles of tolerance and respect for others that 
are deeply rooted in the world’s major religions. 
The observance is also a summons to solidarity in 
the face of those who spread misunderstanding 
and mistrust. 

Black History Month  1  Imbolc  Neopagan   One of the four ancient Celtic Fire festivals, this 
day celebrates the Earth’s regeneration and the 
increasing strength of God.  

  3  Setsubun-Sai  Shinto   Known as the Bean-throwing Festival, it marks the 
end of winter and the eve of the first day of spring.  



  
  

  12 
 

Lunar New Year*  
Buddhism  
Confucian- ism  
Taoism  

Celebrated by Chinese, Vietnamese and Koreans of 
Buddhist and other backgrounds as New Year’s 
Day  in the Lunar Calendar.  This is the year of the 
Ox. 

  15  Nirvana Day*  Mahayana  
Buddhism  

Is also known as Parinirvana and is the celebration 
of Buddha’s death when he reached total Nirvana 
at the age of 80.  Local or regional customs may use 
a variation of this date.  

 17 Ash  Wednesday Christianity 
(W) 

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the season 
of Lent, the 40 day period of prayer, repentance 
and self-denial that precedes Easter.  

  20 World Day of Social 
Justice 

United Nations The observance of this day aims to contribute to 
the efforts of the international community in 
poverty eradication, promotion of full employment 
and decent work, gender equity and access to 
social well-being and justice for all. 

  21  International  
Mother Language  
Day  

United 
Nations  

 The day aims to celebrate languages spoken 
throughout the world and observes the human 
right to use these languages.  

 24 

Pink Shirt Day 

National Celebrated on the last Wednesday of February in 
Canada, participants wear pink to symbolize a 
stand against bullying.  Celebrated annually 
around the globe, Pink Shirt Day began in Canada 
in 2007 when two students, David Shepherd and 
Travis Price, took a stand against homophobic 
bullying after a grade 10 student was harassed and 
threatened for wearing pink. 

  25-26 Purim* Judaism  Purim celebrates victory over an oppressive ruler, 
as related in the Book of Esther.  Observance 
begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  26 Magha Puja Day  Theravada 
Buddhism  

This Buddhist festival is also known as Fourfold 
Assembly or Sangha Day. Magha Puja Day is one of 
the most important Buddhist festivals. It marks the 
day that Buddha addressed a gathering of 1,250 
Arahants (enlightened saints).  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

March 2021 1-19  ‘Ala’ 19-Day Fast  Baha’i  ‘Ala’ is the nineteenth and final month of the 
Baha’i year, and the time of the 19-day fast, in 
preparation for  
Naw-Ruz.  Those who are healthy and of age 
abstain from food and drink from sunrise to 
sunset.  



Greek Heritage 
Month 

8 International 
Women’s Day 

United Nations International Women's Day is a global day 
celebrating the social, economic, cultural and 
political achievements of women. 

 

10 Isra’a and Mi’raj Islam 

Commemorates the Prophet Muhammad's journey 
from Mecca to Jerusalem and his ascent into 
heaven. This day is also known as the Night 
Journey. 

  11  Mahashivaratri  Hinduism  Dedicated to Lord Shiva, one of the major deities 
to whom Hindus direct their devotion.  

 15 Clean Monday  Orthodox  
Christian (E)  Clean Monday is the Monday that occurs seven 

weeks before Easter and begins the season of 
Great Lent in Eastern Orthodox Churches.  

  20  Ostara  Neopagan  A time when once again light and dark are briefly 
held in perfect balance, this is also a time to 
acknowledge the greening of the Earth, the 
beginning of the return of migratory birds, and 
other of the earliest local signs of spring.  The 
Lunar Hare and the egg are symbols of the 
Anglo-Saxon Goddess Eostre’s fertility.  

 

21 Naw-Ruz (New 
Year) Nowruz 

Baha’i, 
Zoroastrianism, 
and secular 
holiday in Iran 
and 
surrounding 
countries. 

This holiday has Persian origins, and is celebrated 
as a secular holiday in Iran, Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Albania, Kosovo, Kazakhstan, India, Afghanistan, 
Georgia, and other countries in the region.  
 
For Zoroastrains, the New Year celebrates the 
creation of fire on this day on which Zarathustra 
received his revelation.  
 
Baha’i feast and celebrate  beginning the evening 
before. The first month of the Baha’i year is Baha, 
which means Splendour.  

  21  
International Day 
for the Elimination  
of Racial  
Discrimination  

United Nations  The day aims to remind people of racial 
discrimination’s negative consequences. It also 
encourages people to remember their obligation 
and determination to combat racial 
discrimination.  

  25 International Day 
of Remembrance 
of the Victims of 
Slavery 

United Nations This day offers the opportunity to honour and 
remember those who suffered and died at the 
hands of the brutal slavery system. It also aims to 
raise awareness about the dangers of racism and 
prejudice today. 



 
  

 27- April 
4 

Pesach/Passover*  Judaism  Jewish people recall the liberation of their 
ancestors from slavery in ancient Egypt.  It begins 
with a ritual meal, “Seder”, where no leavened 
bread is consumed and is celebrated with prayers 
and symbolic foods.  Observance begins at sunset 
of the previous day.  

 28-29 Holi* Hinduism A popular ancient Hindu spring festival, also 
known as the "festival of colours".The festival 
signifies the triumph of good over evil and is 
celebrated through prayer, gatherings with food 
and playing with colours. 

 28-31  Holla Mohalla Sikhism A three day long Sikh festival usually falls in 
March. The tradition was established by Guru 
Gobind Singh, and either follows the Hindu festival 
of Holi by one day or coincides with it; Hola is the 
masculine form of the feminine sounding Holi. 

 31 National 
Aboriginal 
Languages Day 

Indigenous 
Peoples in 
Canada 

Since 1993, Indigenous Peoples in Canada have 
celebrated March 31st to honour the strength and 
endurance of their languages and cultures. While 
National Aboriginal Languages Day is a single day 
to honour the legacy they have inherited, there are 
thousands of Indigenous Language Champions 
creating and delivering Indigenous languages 
programs and traditional teachings every day.  
 
We celebrate the work of our Indigenous Language 
and Culture Champions to revitalize and seek ways 
to sustain survival of their languages. We 
acknowledge the difficult burden they have 
carried to reverse more than a century of 
attempts, primarily through residential schools, to 
erase their languages and identity. 

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

April 2021  2 Good Friday* Christianity 
(W)  

This day commemorates the passion and death by 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  
Called Stelle Friedach (Quiet Friday) in Low German 
  

Hispanic Heritage 
Month  

4 Easter Sunday*  Christianity 
(W)  

This day celebrates the resurrection of Jesus from 
his grave.  
Called Oostren in Low German. Easter Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday may be observed. 
  

Sikh Heritage Month  5 
Easter Monday* 

Christianity 
(W) 

Easter Monday commemorates the meeting of the 
women at Jesus' tomb with an angel who assured 
them that Jesus had been resurrected from death. 



 8 Wesak/Vesak* Buddhism  A Buddhist holiday that commemorates the Birth, 
Enlightenment, and Final Nirvana of the Buddhab. 
This is the most important day for Theravada 
Buddhists. 
 
Some traditions mark the date for May 26th while 
others, predominantly Southeast Asian Countries 
celebrate on April 8th. We have indicated both dates 
in this calendar. 
 

 8-9 Yom HaShoah  Judaism  
Holocaust Memorial Day commemorates the death of 
6 million Jews at the hands of the Nazi regime. 
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  13 Ugadi  Hinduism  
An important New Year festival in southern India to 
mark devotion to Lord Brahma, the principle 
creative deity among the Hindu trinity.  

 13- 
May 11 

Ramadan Islam 
The ninth month in the Islamic calendar. It is a 
month-long period of prayer, fasting, charity giving 
and self-accountability for Muslims.  

  14  Vaisakhi*  Sikhism  New Year Festival. Also a commemoration of the 
founding of the Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh (the 
tenth Sikh Guru).  

 20 First Day of 
Ridvan*  

Baha’i Baha'i Ridvan commemorates the twelve days that 
Baha’u’llah spent in the garden of Ridvan. 

 21 Grounation Day  Rastafarian Celebrated in honour of Emperor Haile Selassie 1 
first and only visit to Jamaica in 1966. A Nyabingi 
session, inclusive of music, chanting and prayer is 
held to mark the occasion. 
The "Abu Ye! Abu Ye Abu ye! Abu ye!" chant is an 
element of Grounation Day festivities 

 22 Earth Day United 
Nations  

First celebrated in 1970, Earth Day is now celebrated 
around the world in more than 193 countries to 
demonstrate support for environmental protection. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 26 Lesbian Day of 
Visibility 

Egale Canada, 
International  

Beginning in 2008, this day provides a platform for 
lesbian role models to speak out on the issues facing 
female-identified sexual minorities. Alongside other 
queer celebration days, this day is an integral part of 
moving forwards to create an intersectional society 
where all are treated equally and fairly. 

 28 Ninth Day of 
Ridvan* 

Baha’i Commemorates the arrival of Baha’u’llah’s family at 
the Ridvan garden is celebrated today as the ninth 
Day of Ridvan. 

 30 Holy Friday Christianity 
(E -Orthodox) 

This day commemorates the passion and death by 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

May 2021 1  Beltane  Wiccan/Neo 
pagan  

This is one of the four ancient Celtic Fire festivals 
and marks the beginning of summer.  It celebrates 
the conjoining of the infinite potential of the 
Goddess with the life-sparking energy of the God in a 
sacred marriage, the basis of all creation. 
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  
  

Asian and South 
Asian Heritage  

1 12th Day of 
Ridvan*  

Baha’i  The 12th Day of Ridvan concludes this important 
Baha’i festival.  Celebrations begin the evening 
before.  

Jewish Heritage 
Month  

 
2 

Easter/Pascha* Christianity 
(E - 
Orthodox) 

This day celebrates the resurrection of Jesus from 
his grave.  
 

 8 Laylat-al-Qadr*  Islam  Laylat al Qadr is Arabic for “The Night of Power”. It 
falls on one of the last ten odd nights of Ramadan 
and is considered the holiest night of the year as it is 
the night in which the Qur'an was first revealed.  
  

 13 Ascension Day Christianity 
(E) 

Ascension Day is the 40th day of Easter. It occurs 39 
days after Easter Sunday. It is a Christian holiday 
that commemorates Jesus Christ's ascension into 
heaven according to Christian belief. Ascension Day 



marks the 40th day after Jesus Christ's resurrection 
according to Christian belief. 
Called Himmelfahrt in Low German. 

 13-15 Eid-al-Fitr*  Islam  Eid al Fitr is a Muslim holiday that marks the end of  
Ramadan, the Islamic  holy month of  Fasting.  Eid is 
an  
Arabic word meaning "festivity," while Fitr means  
"breaking the fast".  The holiday celebrates the 
conclusion of the 29 or 30 days of dawn-to-sunset 
fasting  during the entire month of Ramadan. 
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  17 International Day 
Against 
Homophobia, 
Biphobia and 
Transphobia 

Egale Canada, 
International 

The Day represents an annual landmark to draw the 
attention of decision makers, the media, the public, 
opinion leaders and local authorities to the alarming 
situation faced by lesbian, gay, bisexuals, 
transgender and intersex people and all those who 
do not conform to majority sexual and gender 
norms. 

 17-18 Shavuot*  Judaism  The celebration of the beginning of the barley 
harvest in ancient Israel. It also marks the  giving of 
the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. 
Traditionally observant Jewish people do not work 
or attend school.  
Observance begins at sunset of the previous day.  

  22-23  Declaration of the 
Bab*  

Baha’i  Declaration of the Bab commemorates the day in 
1844 on which he announced his identity as the Bab, 
or Gate, the herald of the new age.  Observance 
begins at sunset of the previous day.  

 26* Wesak/Vesak* Buddhism A Buddhist holiday that commemorates the Birth, 
Enlightenment, and Final Nirvana of the Buddhab. 
This is the most important day for Theravada 
Buddhists. 
 
Some traditions mark the date for May 26th while 
others, predominantly Southeast Asian Countries 
celebrate on April 8th. We have indicated both dates 
in this calendar. 
 

  28-29  Ascension of 
Baha’u’llah*  

Baha’i  

Ascension of Baha’u’llah marks the anniversary of 
the death of the founder of the Baha’i faith.  Baha’is 
suspend work on this day.  Observance begins at 
sunset of the previous day.  



  

 23 
(W) & 
June 
20 (E) 

Pentecost  Christianity 
(W&E))  

Also known as Whitsunday in some Western 
Churches, Pentecost is the commemoration of the 
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of 
Jesus following his ascension, according to the 
Bible.  It comes fifty days after Easter/Pascha.  
Pinksteren in Low German. Pentecost Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday may be observed. 

 May 
30, 
2021 - 
Jun. 5, 
2021 
 

National 
Accessibility Week 

National  A week to promote accessibility and inclusion is 
across communities and workplaces and a time to 
celebrate the contributions of Canadians with 
disabilities. 

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

June 2021 16 Martyrdom of Guru 
Arjan Dev Sahib  

Sikhism   Sikhs remember Guru Arjan Dev Ji for contributing 
to and compiling Sikh Scriptures.  

National Aboriginal 
History Month  

19 Juneteenth US holiday Also known as Freedom Day and Emancipation Day, 
is a holiday celebrating the emancipation of those 
who had been enslaved in the United States.Official 
holiday in New York state (2020) .  
 
Given unprecedented global anti-racism protests, 
there have been more calls across different states 
and at the federal level to recognize the day 
officially.  
 
Here in Canada as well there have been calls to mark 
this day, with an uptake of calls to make August 1st, 
the Emancipation Day of enslaved people in Canada 
officially recognized as well. 

Pride Month  20  World Refugee Day  United 
Nations  

The United Nations' (UN) World Refugee Day is 
observed on June 20 each year. This event honors 
the courage, strength and determination of women, 
men and children who are forced to flee their 
homeland under threat of persecution, conflict and 
violence.  

Italian Heritage 
Month  

20 Litha  Wiccan/Neo 
pagan  On the longest day of the year, with gratitude, many 

Neopagans celebrate the sun’s  life giving light and 
warmth.  Observance begins at sunset of the 
previous day.  



  
 

 

  21  National Aboriginal 
Day  

Indigenousl  Held annually to  celebrate the unique heritage, 
diverse cultures, and outstanding achievements  of 
the nation’s Indigenousl Peoples. There are three 
Indigenous groups in Canada – the First  Nations, 
Inuit and Métis peoples.   

  27 Canadian 
Multicultural Day 

Canada Canadian celebration of the cultural diversity, and a 
reaffirmation to the collective commitment to 
equity, inclusion and mutual respect. 

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  

July 2021  9 Martyrdom of the 
Báb 

Baha’i Commemorating the martyrdom of Sayyid `Alí 
Muḥammad Shírází, one of three central figures of 
the Bahá'í Faith in 1850. 

 14 International 
Non-Binary 
People’s Day 

Egale Canada, 
International  

Day recognizing, raising awareness and organizng 
around the issues faced by non-binary people 
around the world. 

 17-18 Tishah B’av Judaism 
An annual fast day in Judaism, commemorating a 
number of disasters in Jewish history occurred, but 
primarily the destruction of both Solomon's Temple 
by the Neo-Babylonian Empire and the Second 
Temple by the Roman Empire in Jerusalem. 

 18 Mandela Day United 
Nations 

The  annual international day in honour of Nelson 
Mandela, on the day of his birth.The day was 
officially declared by the United Nations in 
November 2009. 

  20-23 Eid al Adha Islam A significant annual Islamic observance for many 
Muslims in Canada. It is also known as the Feast of 
Sacrifice or Festival of Sacrifice as it commemorates 
Ibrahim’s) willingness to sacrifice his son to God. 

 23 Birthday of 
Emperor Haile 
Selassie 

Rastafarian Rastafari celebration to mark the day on which 
Emperor Haile Selassie I was born in 1892. Nyabingi 
sessions are held to honour the date. 

 24 Dharma Day  Buddhism This festival marks the beginning of the Buddha’s 
teaching. It is seen as an opportunity to express 
gratitude and is usually celebrated with readings 
from the Buddhist scriptures. 
 
 

Month  Day  Holiday  Branch  Description  



People to contact for questions regarding faith traditions  

August 2021 1 Emancipation 
Day 

Canada, 
Ontario and 
Vancouver 

Commemorates the day that Slavery was  abolished 
in Canada and throughout the British Empire by the 
Slavery Abolition Act 1833. This did not include  the 
territories controlled at that time by the East India 
Company, Ceylon, what is modern-day Sri Lanka and 
St. Helen's. Slavery was not abolished in these 
regions until 1843. 
 
 
Given the rise of the global anti-racism movement 
this summer, there have been increased calls for 
more broader and official recognition of this day 
across Canada. 
 

 6 Feast of the 
Transfiguration 

Christianity Celebrated by various Christian communities in 
honor of the transfiguration of Jesus. 

 9-10 Al-Hijra (New 
Year) 

Islam 

The Islamic New Year marks the beginning of a new 
Hijri year. 

 12 International 
Youth Day 

United 
Nations 

The first IYD was observed in 2000 after the United 
Nations declared this the day to draw attention to 
cultural and legal issues surrounding youth. 

 18-19 Ashura  Falling on the 10th day of Muharram, the first month 
of the Islamic lunar calendar and marked by 
Muslims as a whole, Ashura a solemn day of 
mourning in commemoration of the martyrdom at 
Karbala of Hussein Ibn Ali, the grandson of the 
Prophet Muhammad.  
 

  
Unitarian Universalist  
Fiona Heath  
(519) 886-9976  
  

  
Buddhist/Taoist 
Steve Higgins  
stevehiggins@rogers.com  

  



mkaplani@macnet.ca  

(519) 743-9111  

  

  
Theravada Buddhism  
Venerable Ahangama Rathanasiri Thera  
Toronto Maha Vihara  
Scarborough  
(416) 208-9276  
E-mail:  rathanasirihimi@yahoo.ca   

  

  
Buddhism in general  
Stephanie Hong  
Fo Guang Shan Temple 
(Waterloo) blcwaterloo@fgs.ca 
519-880-8200  
  

Baha’i Community  
Waterloo Local Spiritual Assembly  
waterloobahai@yahoo.ca  
  

Christian Science  
Donald Roberts  
(519) 743-1084  
  

  
Swedenborgian Christian  
John Maine  
(519) 742-2478  
  

  
Lutheran Christian 
Philip Mathai 
pmathai@gmail.com  
519 781 5602  
  

Ahmadiyya Community  
Zafar Iqbal Javed  
Zafar.iqbal@ahmadiyya.ca  
(416) 669-5321  
  

Jewish  
Bob Chodos (519) 662-3390  
Norm Finkelberg (519) 578-4124  
Dan Berry dberry@uwaterloo.ca

  

  
Roman Catholicism  
Sandy Milne  
(519) 894-0657  
  

Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints) 
Michael Clifton 
kichenerpa@bell.net  
(519) 580-7358  
  
  
  

United Church  
Felicia Urbanski  
(519) 217-6874  
  
 
 
 
Islam  
Mirsad Kaplani  

Islam  
Shiekh Shafiq Hudda 
shafiq@muslimyouth.ca  
(519) 576-7111  
  



  

For any other traditions not listed above, the following individuals are a valuable resource to 

contact:  

 

Darrol Bryant  

World Religions  

Center for Dialogue & Spirituality in World Religions  

Renison U. College/U of Waterloo  

519-669-5321  

  

Sandy Milne  

Interfaith Grand River (IGR)  

519-894-0657  

  

  

  

  

  
Mennonite  
Elizabeth McNair  
(519) 743-0079  
  

  
  
Hinduism  
Haripriyaji  
(519) 579-1486  
sadaramohan@yahoo.ca  
  

Neopagan  
Kimberley Williams  
busybee 9me@gmail.com  
  

  

Aboriginal Spirituality  
Myeengun Henry  
Manager of Aboriginal Services 
Conestoga College  
519-748-5220  


